-8-

regarding the definition and conceptual structure of computer literacy,
the items as they were developed, and the various reports prepared during
the course of the project.  Their substantive input was essential to the
functioning of the project.
Project

The  study  included  four major activities:     defining  computer  literacy,
developing a  conceptual   structure   for  computer  literacy in elementary and
secondary  education,  writing  items  to  survey  and assess computer  literacy,
and  field  testing  the  items.     Each of these activities   is described  in
the following  sections.

^e f i n ing Comput e r L i t e r a c y .     Computer  literacy  is  a term that has  been
widely discussed,   but  whose meaning has  rarely been  agreed upon.     In order
to adequately  reflect  the diversity of meaning attributed  to "computer
literacy," a  review of previous definitions,  computer   literacy course
outlines,   curriculum guides,   and  general goals  for computer  literacy  in
schools was conducted.     (See the Reference section of this  report  for
citations   of materials   reviewed.)

Based on  this  earlier work,  a   draft  definition of computer  literacy
was  prepared,   reviewed,   and refined by  the Advisory Panel.     The final
definition of  computer  literacy agreed upon by the Advisory Panel was:

"Computer   literacy may be defined  as whatever  a person needs   to
know and do with  computers   in order  to function competently  in
our   information-based  society.

Computer  literacy  includes   three kinds  of competence;     skills,
knowledge,   and understanding.     It   includes:

1.     the ability to use  and  instruct   computers  to aid  in  learning,
solving problems,   and managing  information; convened  three
